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HEALTH CARE SOLUTIONS

Access Now
The American health care system is confusing, complex, and

expensive. Debates about fixing it are often heated and highly poli-
ticized.

So it’s exciting to hear about a program in Richmond that cuts
through the controversy and costs to achieve real results for some
of our region’s most vulnerable: low-income families and individu-
als who earn too much to qualify for Medicaid but not enough to
pay the high cost of health insurance.

Access Now brings together patients, doctors, clinics, and hos-
pitals. It is a remarkably low-cost enterprise that helps the unin-
sured receive timely care from specialists and hospitals. The pro-
gram is a model of elegant common sense. Richmond is blessed
with hundreds of specialists willing to donate their time and talent
to treat patients unable to afford the expensive procedures and
medications they need to stay healthy. Access Now has created a
system that ensures patients in need can find doctors willing to
help. Its low cost, by the way, results largely from health profes-
sionals’ willingness to volunteer what will soon add up to millions
of dollars’ worth of “free” care.

The program was launched in January by the Richmond Acad-
emy of Medicine and Richmond Enhancing Access to Community
Healthcare. It is fueled by an extraordinary coalition of health care
professionals: more than 550 specialty physicians, 14 free clinics
and public health departments, and all three of the region’s major
hospital operators: VCU, HCA, and Bon Secours. The cooperation
speaks well of the local health care community.

“Doctors are willing to care for these uninsured patients with-
out charge, and the patients certainly need the care,” said Dr. An-
thony Shaia, a surgeon at West End Orthopedic Clinic. “With this
program, we’ll be able to funnel those patients in need to the doc-
tors who are willing to see them.” That’s the real genius of Access
Now. It takes resources — and professional commitment — al-
ready in place and figures out how to make them work better.

The greatest gain will be healthier lives for hundreds, and even-
tually thousands. But there also are bottom-line benefits. Fewer
uninsured patients will neglect their own health care, only to clog
expensive emergency rooms once their conditions deteriorate so
severely that they can’t be ignored.

“Access Now is focused on providing access to specialists to pa-
tients in the free clinics,” said Patrick Farrell, president of HCA’s
Richmond division. “In the past, if those physicians weren’t avail-
able, patients would present in the E.R. That is not an efficient
way to provide care, and sometimes results in the patient getting
care later in the process.”

Access Now won’t solve all the problems facing the region’s
health care system. But it demonstrates how much can be accom-
plished by people filled with compassion, determination, and inge-
nuity. Richmond should be proud — and supportive.

Letters to the Editor
On Iraq War,
Mike Williams Gets It
Editor, Times-Dispatch:

I found Michael Paul Williams’ col-
umn, “Five Years in Iraq: Who Pays
Price?” to be the most concise and accu-
rate analysis of the Bush administra-
tion’s ill-conceived foreign policy failure
that I have read yet.

Williams’ columns many times cause
controversy, but always cause reflection
and thought. His insight and ability to
get to the heart and soul of an issue are
outstanding. Keep up the good work,
Mr. Williams!

William P. Cawley.

West Point.

Reader Sticks Up
For Postal Service
Editor, Times-Dispatch:

With regard to your recent editorial,
the do-not-mail registry, and standard
mail: Other than error and insult, your
editorial holds no water. You write that
the, “Postal Service . . . sticks up
for . . . civil-service jobs.”

The U.S. Postal Service has not hired
a civil servant in about 25 years, as that
system was replaced in the early 1980s.
The insult “U.S. Mule” is unimaginative
and weak at best.

About the subject of the editorial,
imagine the cost of a newspaper without
ads that offer products and services that
I do not want. Ads that I can chose to ig-
nore or recycle at my leisure — as I do
with standard mail, much of the Sunday
paper, and television and radio commer-
cials.

I am confident the USPS will survive.
Norm Koslow.

Richmond.

Bush Lied About
Iraq and al-Qaida
Editor, Times-Dispatch:

In your editorial, “Weak Case,” you
champions of the disaster in Iraq have to
rewrite history to make your case.

First, you insist President Bush never
claimed Iraq was behind the attacks of
9/11. Are you serious? On hundreds of
occasions, administration officials made
such a connection. A simple Google
search would turn up numerous quotes,
such as the one appearing in USA Today
on Sept. 16, 2003, which quotes the vice-
president as saying that the invasion of
Iraq would strike a major blow at “the
geographic base of the terrorists who
have had us under assault for many
years, but most especially on 9/11.”

You also insist that the president was
only acting on information supplied to
him by various intelligence agencies.
Again you have to rewrite history.

We now know, from numerous
sources, that the administration was set
on war long before 9/11 and that it ma-
nipulated the intelligence reports to ex-
clude any evidence Iraq had no WMDs
or connection with al-Qaida.

In short, it lied about the existence
and threat of Saddam’s weaponry, it lied
about his connection to al-Qaida and the
attack of 9/11, and the Editorial Staff of
The Times-Dispatch supports those lies
now in an effort to justify its support for
the greatest foreign policy disaster in
U.S. history.

David Jay Fishman.

Chesterfield.

Planned Parenthood Did
Well for a Nonprofit
Editor, Times-Dispatch:

In response to Jessica Honke’s letter,
“State Grants Don’t Fund Abortion
Services”: Let us start out with the facts.
Both county and state health depart-
ments, along with many pregnancy cen-
ters, offer the service that Honke is re-
ferring to. Planned Parenthood is the
largest provider of abortions in the
United States. Planned Parenthood (a
nonprofit organization) made a profit
last year of $63 million.

I commend Sen. Ken Cuccinelli and
other members of the Virginia General
Assembly for refusing to give our tax
dollars to Planned Parenthood.

David M. Olio.

Palm City, Fla.

Ukrop’s Remains
Pleasingly Old-Fashioned
Editor, Times-Dispatch:

I want to applaud Ukrop’s for not get-
ting with the times by selling beer and
wine. The Ukrops will never pick up the
paper and read of someone being killed
by a drunken driver and wonder if they
contributed by selling the alcohol.

The Ukrops also choose not to get
with the times and keep their stores
closed on Sundays, proving they care
more for their employees than the al-
mighty dollar.

Lillian Bowen.

Richmond.

College Students Do
Act Like Adults
Editor, Times-Dispatch

In response to Suzanne Hanky’s let-
ter, “College Students Only Look Like
Adults”: While it is true that not all col-
lege students are mature adults, to sug-
gest that they have the “social and emo-

tional intelligence of preschoolers” is
both absurd and intellectually lazy,
lumping them into an “Animal House”
culture that seems to fit a prejudged ste-
reotype.

Today’s students at our colleges and
universities are constantly challenged in
the classroom to prepare for the real
world — a world that is changing every
day through new technologies and geo-
political shifts that occur frequently. The
academic load is rigorous and the com-
petition can be fierce. If students do not
have a “work ethic that will sustain that
education,” then they will be shown the
door. More time is spent by students at
the library and buried in books than at
the campus frat party.

While many students do rely on finan-
cial support from home to manage living
expenses, a large number of students
work. Go to the local restaurants in a
university town, investigate who makes
up the support staff in the institution’s
administrative offices, check community
bulletin boards to see who is offering
babysitting, lawn care, and other neces-
sary services — it is students. And this
applies only to typical students who en-
ter college right after high school, not
the many students who hold down 9-to-5
jobs, raise children, and in many in-
stances serve their country while obtain-
ing an education.

Today’s college students are well
aware that an education will not buy
class. Hanky should open her eyes to see
what talented individuals we have in this
country who will be tomorrow’s leaders.

Hunter Leemon.

Richmond.

Cantor Gets Serious
On Illegal Immigration
Editor, Times-Dispatch:

I wanted to extend my thanks to Rep.
Eric Cantor for his efforts to help local
police officers deal with the illegal immi-
gration problem in this country. Cantor
has asked the Homeland Security De-
partment to grant local law enforcement
officials access to the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement database, so they
can more efficiently alert federal author-
ities to the presence of an illegal alien in
their jails.

Although this will not be a quick fix to
the illegal immigration dilemma in
America, any effort that would allow
better coordination between local and
federal law enforcement should be com-
mended. This is a serious issue which I
am glad is being tackled by Cantor.

Mary Keller.

Richmond.

▼CORRESPONDENT OF THE DAY

Moral Principle Spurs
Opposition to Plant
Editor, Times-Dispatch:

The editorial, “Wise Choice,”
seems to bemoan the fact that reli-
gious leaders are involved in the polit-
ical sphere — in particular in protest-
ing a new coal-fired power plant in
Southwest Virginia. Its says that we
are either injecting religion into a
realm that should remain secular, or
engaged in a “shrewd political ploy.”

The truth is that we are merely con-
cerned citizens, expressing the rea-
sons we are concerned. According to
the Pew Forum on Religion and Pub-
lic Life, nearly three-fourths of Virgin-
ians are affiliated with some religious
tradition. Given this, people of faith
are necessarily going to be involved in
Virginia’s political issues.

Our faith does have a role in the
public discourse, and, as citizens, we
have a right and responsibility to take
action on issues we see as harming
our commonwealth. Dominion’s pro-
posed Wise County power plant

would add greenhouse gases to the at-
mosphere and produce approximately
70 pounds of mercury a year, a toxin
that — in teaspoon-sized quantities
— can lead to birth defects and devel-
opmental problems in children.

Dominion also would rely primarily
on coal obtained through mountain-
top removal, a process that heavily
pollutes rivers and can lead to flood-
ing and mudslides in Appalachian
communities. The effects of this
power plant will be felt by all, but es-
pecially by poorer Appalachian com-
munities near the power plant.

As people of faith, we feel that envi-
ronmental destruction and social in-
justice are grave moral errors. As citi-
zens, we know that we cannot stay si-
lent but must participate in the demo-
cratic process. And so we stand with
several organizations, many secular
and some religious, to oppose the
Wise County power plant, and we in-
vite all Virginia’s concerned citizens
to do the same.

The Rev. Pat Watkins,

Executive director,
Virginia Interfaith Power and Light.

Richmond.

Just Asking: George Mason’s appearance
in the 2006 edition of college basketball’s Final Four suppos-
edly put the Fairfax university on the national map. Does the
team’s first-round exit this year remove it?

FREE SPEECH

Excruciatingly Wrong
“Sure, it’s free speech, but a year ahead of elections?” Those

words come from Botetourt County administrator Gerald Bur-
gess, who seems to share the view among some county residents
that propriety somehow trumps the First Amendment.

A county ordinance forbids citizens to post political campaign
signs on their private property more than 60 days before an elec-
tion, or more than 15 days after. The rule “has been on the books
for years,” Burgess says. Some residents evidently paid no mind
— prompting complaints from others, which prompted a letter
from Burgess to political-party officials asking for their coopera-
tion. One resident has gone so far as to put up a campaign sign for
a congressional election that won’t happen for several months.
Imagine!

Burgess says the motive behind the ordinance is to prevent
“sign clutter.” Good luck getting any courts this side of Singapore
to endorse that constitutional principle.

We don’t mean to pick on him personally; he might know the
ordinance is absurd but feel duty-bound to defend the county’s po-
sition. If that is the case, then he knows he is defending the inde-
fensible. As the ACLU wrote in a letter to the county, “citizens
have the right to express their political views at any time, and not
merely a certain number of days before or after an election.” As-
tute readers will note a striking similarity between the Botetourt
ordinance and a section of the McCain-Feingold campaign-finance
law on campaign ads that the Supreme Court struck down last
summer.

McCain-Feingold ostensibly seeks to head off possible corrup-
tion; the county doesn’t even pretend to do that. It simply asserts
that posting political signs too early (as it defines too early) is un-
seemly. But county officials are sworn to uphold the Constitution,
not Miss Manners’ Guide to Excruciatingly Correct Behavior.
They’d be smart to take the ACLU’s advice and repeal the ordi-
nance, pronto.
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